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value of knowledge* But the Christian principle of love
and faith did not favour knowledge, The Pneumaticist
would accordingly suffer a decline in value within the
Christian sphere, in so far as he distinguished him-
self merely by the possession of the Gnosis, ?>, know-
ledge,
Differences in type Should also be remembered when
we arc considering the long and somewhat dangerous
fight which from its earliest beginnings the Church con-
ducted against the Gnosticism. In the practical tendency
that undoubtedly prevailed in early Christianity, the
intellectual) when, in obedience to his fighting instinct
he did not lose himself in apologetic polemics, scarcely
came into his own* The 'regula fidei* was too narrow
and permitted no independent movement Moreover, it
was poor in positive intellectual content, It contained
a few ideas, which, although of enormous practical value,
were a definite obstacle to thought The intellectual was
much more hardly hit by the * sacrifidum intellectus' than
the man of feeling* Hence it is easy to understand that
the vastly superior intellectual content of the Gnosis, which
in the light of our present intellectual development has
not only not lost but has indeed considerably gained Jn
value, must have made the greatest possible appeal to the
intellectual within the Church. For him it was in very
sooth Ihe enticement of the world Docttism, in particular,
caused grave trouble to the Church, with its contention
that Christ possessed only an apparent body and that his
whole earthly existence and passion had been merely a
semblance, In this contention the purely intellectual was
given too prominent a part at the expense of human
feeling* Perhaps the battle with the Gnosis Is most clearly
presented to us in two figures who were extremely
influential, not only as Fathers of the Church but also as
personalities* These are Tertullian and Qrigen, who lived

